GUNNAR  GUNNARSSON

Ships in the Sky

GUNNAR GUNNARSSON comes from the far distant island
of Iceland, that land of saga and romance. In the past he
has written much about the Vikings of Iceland and that
country's great hero-stories, but in this book we get a tale
of modern Iceland, the home of farmers and fishermen, the
life that he himself knows so well.

SHIPS IN THE SKY traces the life story of a little Icelandic
boy who gradually makes his way in the world as a writer.
To do this he has to leave his native land and travel to
Denmark, where he eventually makes good, but in ihis
volume we get an account of his early years before he goes
to school* It is said that it is the story of the author him-
self, and this may well be, as he was the son of an Icelandic
farmer, and has risen to the front rank of writers in the
Scandinavian countries, his work ranking as a classic.

The most outstanding figure in the book is the mother.
She is the centre of the home, and her charming presence
inspires and unites the whole household, and when she
dies it is as if the light of life has been extinguished.

The book is a tale of simple things, just everyday hap-
penings seen through the eyes of a sensitive little boy.
It is a tender and appealing account of childhood with its
small joys and sorrows, its play and its discipline, and its
childish dreams and aspirations. It transports us one and
all back to our lost childhood which lives again in reading
this simple narrative of Icelandic life,
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Th$   reputation   of  Gunnar   Gunnarsson   in   '     -

and especially in Germany* is tre~
mendous and his sales run into hundreds of thousands.
For many years m have never had such extra-
ordinarily wfagstic reports on a foreigt author's
work In presenting him to the British public we
haw no hesitation in*proclaimingthat here is a genius
mrk merits the widest accMm*